118. INTERVIEW TO "THE STAR"1
JOHANNESBURG,
March 21, 1904
Mr. M. K. Gandhi, the well-known Indian advocate, who has acted
on two Plague Committees, and was a volunteer nurse of plague patients
for two years, interviewed by a representative of The Star this morning,
said that the Indian community warned the proper authorities of what
were very suspicious indications about two months ago. Subsequently,
another communication was sent to Dr, Porter, stating that plague symp-
toms-had developed. Four days later, Mr. Gandhi stated that he received a
letter from Dr. Porter to the effect that the health officer had failed to find
any indication in substantiation of the statement. On Friday,  however,
Mr. Gandhi was informed that a number of Indians, "dead or dying",
were being c'dumped" down in the Location by rickshaws. After informing
the authorities, Mr. Gandhi, accompanied by Dr. Godfrey,   Dr, Pereira
and a health inspector, visited the suspected area, and on entering a house
which the Indian community had themselves isolated, they discovered 14
patients. Voluntary subscriptions had been taken up amongst the Indians,
and the patients had been made comparatively   comfortable under the
supervision of a number of volunteer male nurses.  Dr, Godfrey at once
took control of the improvised hospital, and arranged that there should be a
medical attendant present through the night. On Saturday morning, Mr,
Gandhi states that the Town Clerk visited him,  and said that, while he
could not undertake any financial responsibility on behalf of the Town
Council, he would, as requested, grant the use of the Government Entre-
pot, Station Road, as a temporary hospital,   and that Dr. MacKcnzie,
the District Surgeon, would supervise the arrangements, leaving the details
to Dr, Godfrey. By voluntary assistance, the premises offered were cleaned,
disinfected, 25 beds brought in, and by 3.30 o'clock the patients had been
admitted. Dr. MacKenzie had arranged that Sister West should be sent
over from the nurses5 quarters to superintend the work of the male nurses,
Medical opinion was not at that time made up as to what the symptoms
indicated, but, by reason of the virulence of the disease, Dr. MacKenzie
subsequently came to the concision that the patients were suffering from
pneumonic plague. Out of the 25 patients admitted, only 5 were alive on
Sunday night, 3 of whom were sent to the lazaretto at Rcitfontein. Conti-
nuing, Mr, Gandhi said that the Indian community had clone everything
it possibly could to prevent the spread of the outbreak, and up to the
present every case had been reported by it. Speaking as a layman, Mr.
Gandhi considered that, if proper precautions were taken, there should be
no spread of the disease. He had been nursing in quarters where there
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